
MUSIC: AGE RELATED STATUTORY COVERAGE 

EYFS KEY STAGE ONE LEARNING KEY STAGE TWO LEARNING 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Development Matters 

Listen attentively, move to and talk about 

music, expressing their feelings and responses.  

Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly 

matching the pitch and following the melody.  

Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, performing solo or in groups. 

 

BIRTH TO 5 

Begins to build a collection of songs and 

dances.  

Makes music in a range of ways, e.g. plays with 

sounds creatively, plays along to the beat of 

the song they are singing or music they are 

listening to.  

Chooses particular movements, 

instruments/sounds, colours and materials for 

their own imaginative purposes.  

Uses combinations of art forms, e.g. moving and 

singing, making and dramatic play, drawing 

and talking, constructing and mapping.  

 

• use voices expressively and creatively 

by singing songs and speaking chants 

and rhymes 

• play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically 

• listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of high- 

quality live and recorded music 

• experiment with, create, select and 

combine sounds using the inter- 

related dimensions of music. 

• play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using their voices 

and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and expression 

• improvise and compose music for a 

range of purposes using the inter- 

related dimensions of music 

• listen with attention to detail and 

recall sounds with increasing aural 

memory 

• use and understand staff and other 

musical notations 

• appreciate and understand a wide 

range of high-quality live and 

recorded music drawn from different 

traditions and from great composers 

and musicians 

• develop an understanding of the 

history of music. 

 
                                                                MUSIC: VOCABULARY MAP  

EYFS KEY STAGE ONE LOWER KEY STAGE TWO UPPER KEY STAGE TWO 



• Chant 

• Fast 

• Follow 

• High 

• Instrument 

• Low 

• Loud 

• Quiet (use 

instead of 

‘soft’) 

• Repeat 

• Rhythm 

• Sing 

• Slow 

• Song 

• Sounds 

Year 1 /2  as EYFS plus: 

• beat 

• beater 

• cymbal 

• drum 

• high (sound) 

• listen 

• loud 

• low (sound) 

• perform 

• quiet 

• shaker 

• steady beat 

• tambourine 

• tempo 

• triangle 

• tune 

• voice 

• accompany 

• body percussion 

• chime bar 

• chord 

• claves 

• compose 

• duration 

• ostinato 

• percussion 

• phrase 

• pitch 

• Reggae 

• Funk 

• Blues 

Year 3 and 4  – as Key Stage One plus: 

• names of orchestral 

instruments 

• accompaniment 

• call and response 

• castanets 

• composer 

• conductor 

• drone 

• duet 

• duration 

• dynamics 

• glockenspiel 

• lyrics 

• melodic phrase 

• melody 

• orchestra 

• orchestration 

• ostinati 

• round 

• scale 

• stepwise movement 

• structure 

• theme 

• unison 

• woodblock  

• xylophone  

• r e c o r d e r  

• n o t e s  

• harmony 

• improvise 

• leaping (large interval 

between two notes) 

Year 5/ 6 

• Pulse 

• Beat 

• Rhythm 

• pitch, texture, tempo, 

dynamics, timbre,  

• structure 

• notation 

• bridge 

• backbeat 

• amplifier 

• chorus  

• bridge 

• Riff 

• Improvise 

• Compose 

• Appraising 

• Structure 

• Swing 

•  tune/head 

• note values 

• note names 

• Big bands 

• Solo 

• Ballad 

• Verse 

•  Interlude 

•  Strings 

• Piano 

• Guitar 

• Bass 

• Drums 

• Melody 



• Reggae 

• Disco 

• Digital/ Electrical 

•  Cover 

• Old-school Hip Hop 

• Rap 

• Riff 

• unison 

•  melody 

• Pitch 

• Tempo 

• Dynamics 

•  Timbre 

• Texture 

• Soul 

• Groove 

 

 



Music Curriculum 
 EYFS Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

Resources 

to support 

Learning  

Pre- 

School 

Reception Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B 

 

Charanga 

BBC  Ten 

Pieces  

EYFS 

Sticky Kids 

Imitate 

moveme

nt in 

response 

to music. 

Enjoy joining 

in with 

dancing and 

ring games. 

 

Learn to sing 

nursery 

rhymes and 

action 

songs: 

Miss 

Polly  

Incy 

Wincy 

Spider  

10 

Green 

Bottles  

Heads 

Shoulde

rs  

Learn to sing 

nursery 

rhymes and 

action 

songs: 

Begin to move 

rhythmically.  

Tap out simple 

repeated 

rhythms. Begin 

to build a 

repertoire of 

songs and 

dances. 

Experiment 

with ways of 

changing 

sounds. Sing 

songs and 

dance and 

make music.  

Review and 

sing nursery 

rhymes and 

action songs 

from nursery, 

adding to the 

repertoire: 

 Pat-a-cake 

 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,  

Once I Caught 

A Fish Alive  

This Old Man 

Five Little 

Ducks  

Name Song  

I’m A Little 

Teapot The 

Experiment 

with, create 

and select 

sounds 

using the 

interrelated 

dimensions 

of music. 

Use their 

voices 

expressively 

and 

creatively 

by singing 

songs, 

speaking 

chants and 

rhymes. 

 
1 Hey You! 

2. Rhythm In 

The Way We 

Walk  
3. In The 

Groove 

4. Round 

And 

Round 

5. Your 

Imagin

ation 

Experiment 

with, create, 

select and 

combine 

sounds using 

the 

interrelated 

dimensions of 

music. 

Use their 

voices 

expressively 

and 

creatively by 

singing songs 

and speaking 

chants and 

rhymes. 

 

Be able to 

sing by heart: 

1. Hands, 

Feet, 

Heart 
2. Ho Ho Ho 

3. I Wanna 

Play In A 

Band 
4. Zootime 

5. Friendship 
Song 

Play and 

perform in 

solo and 

ensemble 

contexts, 

using their 

voices and 

playing the 

recorder 

with 

increasing 

accuracy, 

fluency, 

control and 

expression. 

Know: 

1. Let 

Your 

Spirit Fly 

2. Recor

der 

Course 

3. Three 

Little Birds 

4. The 

Dragon 

Song 

5. Bringing 

Us Together 

Improvise 

and 

Play and 

perform in 

solo 

ensemble 

contexts, 

using their 

voices and 

playing the 

recorder 

with 

increasing 

accuracy, 

fluency, 

control and 

expression. 

Know and 

be able to 

sing/rap four 

songs off by 

heart: 

1. Mamma 

Mia – Abba 

2. Recorder 

Course 

3. S

to

p! 

Gri

me 

4. Lean On 

Me – 

Soul/Gosp

Play and 

perform in 

solo and 

ensemble 

contexts, 

using their 

voices and 

playing a 

brass 

instrument 

with 

increasing 

accuracy, 

fluency, 

control and 

expression. 

Know and 

sing/rap four 

songs off by 

heart: 

1. Livin’ On 

A Prayer – 

Rock 

2. Make You 

Feel My 

Love – Pop 

Ballad 

3. The Fresh 

Prince Of 

Bel Air – Hip 

Hop 

4. Dancin

Play and 

perform in 

solo and 

ensemble 

contexts, 

using their 

voices and 

playing a 

brass 

instrument 

with 

increasing 

accuracy, 

fluency, 

control and 

expression. 

Know and 

sing three 

songs off by 

heart: 1. 

Happy – 

Neo 

Soul/Pop 

2. A New 

Year Carol – 

Classical/Ur

ban Gospel 

3. You’v

e Got A 

Friend – 

Pop 



 
 
 
Twinkle 
Twinkle  

Hickory 
Dickory Dock  
5 currant 
buns  
There’s a 
worm at the 
bottom of the 
garden  
 
MM MM went 
the little green 
frog  
5 little ducks  
Rain Rain Go 
Away!  
Spring 
Chicken  
 
If you’re 
happy and 
you know it  
I can sing a 
rainbow  
 
Tiger Tiger  
Down By the 
Bay  
Alice the 
Camel  
5 little 
monkeys 
swinging in a 
tree 
 

Explore and 

learn how 

sounds can 

be changed. 

 

Grand Old 

Duke Of York 

Ring O’ Roses  

Hickory 

Dickory Dock 

Not Too Difficult  

The ABC Song 

 

 Learn to sing 

nursery rhymes 

and action 

songs:  

Wind The 

Bobbin Up 

Rock-a-bye 

Baby Five Little 

Monkeys 

Jumping On 

The Bed 

Twinkle Twinkle 

 If You're 

Happy and 

You Know It  

Head, 

Shoulders, 

Knees and Toes 

 Old 

Macdonald  

Incy Wincy 

Spider Baa Baa 

Black Sheep 

Row, Row, Row 

Your Boat 

 The Wheels On 

The Bus  

The Hokey 

Cokey 

To know that 

pulse is the 

heart beat of 

the music. 

Play tuned 

and unturned 

instruments 

musically 

(Glockenspiel

) 
Listen with 
concentration 
and 

understandi

ng to a 

range of 

high-quality 

live and 

recorded 

music. 

To be able 

find the pulse 

of all the 

songs listed 

above. 

 

To know that 

the pulse is 

the heartbeat 

of the music. 

 

Play tuned 

and unturned 

instruments 

musically. 

 

To play the 

Glockenspie

l to all of the 

songs learnt 

this year. 

 

To be able to 

improvise 

with the 

songs learnt 

in Year 2. 

To be able 

to compose 

a simple 

melody with 

some of the 

songs learnt 

in Year 2. 

 

Listen with 

concentrati

compose 

music for a 

range of 

purposes 

using 

interrelated 

dimensions 

of music. 
Listen with 
attention to 
detail and 

recall 

sounds with 

increasing 

aural 

memory. 

 

Use and 

understand 

staff and 

other 

musical 

notations. 

Appreciate 

and 

understand 

a wide 

range of 

high-quality 

live and 

recorded 

music 

drawn from 

different 

traditions, 

composers 

and 

musicians. 

Develop an 

understanding 

el 

5. Blackbird 

– The 

Beatles/Pop. 

Name 

some of 

the style 

indicators 

of these 

songs. 

 

Know the 

difference 

between 

pulse, 

rhythm 

and pitch. 

 
Improvise and 
compose 
music for a 
range of 
purposes 
using the 
interrelated 

dimensio

ns of 

music. 

 

Listen with 

attention to 

detail and 

recall 

sounds with 

increasing 

aural 

memory. 

 

Use and 

understand 

g In The 

Street – 

Motown 

Know: 

1. The style 

indicators 

of some of 

these 

songs. 

2. The 

structure of 

some of the 

songs. 

3. How 

some of the 

dimensions 

of the 

music fits 

together in 

some of the 

songs. 
The historical 
context of 
some of the 
songs. 

 
 
Improvise and 

compose 

music for a 

range of 

purposes 

using the 

interrelated 

dimensions 

of music. 

 

Demonstrat

e and 

explain how 

Be able to 

talk about: 

1. The style 

indicators 

of some of 

these songs 

2. The 

structure of 

some of the 

songs 

3. How 

some of the 

dimensions 

of the music 

fits together 

in some of 

the songs 4. 

The historical 

context of 

some of the 

songs. 
Improvise and 
compose 
music for a 
range of 

purposes 

using the 

interrelated 

dimensions 

of music – 

selecting 

instruments 

from those 

previously 

encountered 

for effect. 

 

Listen with 

attention to 

detail and 



Explore the 

different sounds 

of instruments. 

on and 

understandi

ng to a 

range of 

high- 

quality live 

and 

recorded 

music 

of the history of 

music. 

staff and 

other 

musical 

notations. 

Appreciate 

and 

understand 

a wide 

range of 

high quality 

live and 

recorded 

music drawn 

from 

different 

traditions 

and from 

great 

classical 

composers 

and 

musicians. 

Develop an 

understandi

ng of the 

history of 

music. 

 

pulse, 

rhythm and 

pitch 

connect in 

a song or 

piece of 

music. 

 

Listen with 

attention to 

details and 

recall 

sounds with 

aural 

memory. 

 

Use and 

understand 

staff and 

other musical 

notations. 

 

Appreciate 

and 

understand 

a wide 

range of 

high- 

quality live 

and 

recorded 

music 

drawn from 

different 

traditions 

and from 

great 

composers 

and 

musicians. 

recall 

sounds with 

aural 

memory. 

 

Use and 

understand 

staff and 

other 

musical 

notations. 

 

Appreciate 

and 

understand 

a wide 

range of 

high- 

quality live 

and 

recorded 

music 

drawn from 

different 

traditions 

and from 

great 

composers 

and 

musicians. 

 

Develop an 

understanding 

of the history of 

music. 



Develop an 

understanding 

of the history of 

music. 

 

Skills Map – Music 

EYFS – Music 

Performing Composing Appraising 

• Can they use their voice 

to speak/sing/chant? 

• Do they join in with singing? 

• Can they clap short rhythmic patterns? 

• Can they experiment with 

creating sounds with different 

instruments? 

• Can they make a range of sounds 

with their voice? 

• Can they make a range of sounds 

with instruments? 

• Can they represent sounds pictorially? 

• Can they say if they like or dislike a 

piece of music? 

• Can they identify and 

distinguish environmental 

sounds? 

• Can they begin to describe the 

sounds? (e.g. loud, quiet, high, low, 

fast, slow) 

• Can they begin to express how 

music makes them feel? 

Early Years - Greater Depth 

• Can they perform a rhythm? • Can they begin to sequence 

sounds to create a rhythm or 

beat? 

• Can they repeat (short rhythmic 

and melodic) patterns? 

• Can they begin to read pictorial 

representations of music? (e.g. 

colour- coded bells, music story 

maps) 

• Can they identify reasons why they 

like some music more than others? 

 

Skills Map – Music 

Year 1 – Music 

Performing Composing Appraising 



• Can they use their voice 

to speak/sing/chant? 

• Do they join in with singing? 

• Can they clap short rhythmic patterns? 

• Can they use instruments to perform 

a simple piece? 

• Can they respond to musical 

indications about when to play or 

sing? 

• Can they respond musically with 

increasing accuracy to a call 

(high/low, loud/soft, fast/slow) and 

keep a steady pulse? 

 

Listening 

• Respond to different moods of music, 

in different ways 

• Can they make a range of sounds 

with their voice? 

• Can they make a range of sounds 

with instruments? 

• Can they identify changes in sounds? 

• Can they tell the difference between 

long and short sounds? 

• Can they represent sounds pictorially? 

• Can they make a sequence of 

sounds for a purpose? 

• Can they form an opinion to express 

how they feel about a piece of 

music? 

• Can they recognise repeated 

patterns? 

• Can they tell the difference between 

a fast and slow tempo, loud and 

quiet, and high and low sounds? 

• Can they hear the pulse in a piece 

music? 

• Can they tell the difference 

between loud and quiet sounds? 

• Can they describe how sounds are 

made and changed? 

• Can they respond to different 

moods in music and say how a 

piece of music makes them feel? 

Year 1 - Greater Depth 

• Can they perform a rhythm to a 

steady pulse? 

• Can they repeat (short rhythmic 

and melodic) patterns? 

• Can they give a reason for 

choosing an instrument? 

• Can they identify what different 

sounds could represent and give a 

reason why? 

• Can they identify texture - listening for 

whether there is more than one sound 

at the same time? 

• Can they identify musical structure 

in a piece of music (verse, chorus 

etc.)? 

Skills Map – Music 

Year 2 – Music 

Performing Composing Appraising 



• Can they follow the melody using 

their voice or an instrument? 

• Can they sing songs as an 

ensemble following the tune 

(melody) well? 

• Can they perform in an ensemble 

with instructions from the leader 

(e.g. hand signals to indicate pitch 

and duration of notes)? 

• Can they play simple rhythmic 

patterns on an instrument? 

• Can they sing/clap a pulse 

increasing or decreasing in tempo? 

• Do they have control when 

playing instruments? 

• Can they perform musical 

patterns keeping a steady 

pulse? 

• Can they order sounds to 

create a beginning, middle 

and end? 

• Can they represent sounds 

pictorially with increasing 

relevance? 

• Can they choose sounds to 

achieve an effect (including use of 

technology)? 

• Can they begin to compose short 

melodic patterns using two or three 

notes (tuned instruments/voice)? 

• Can they create short, rhythmic 

patterns 

– sequences of long and short sounds? 

• Are they selective in the control used 

on an instrument in order to create 

an intended effect? 

• Can they create their own 

symbols to represent sounds? 

• Can they choose sounds to 

create an effect on the listener? 

• Can they identify particular 

features when listening to music? 

• Can they begin to associate sounds 

they hear with instruments? 

• Can they independently identify the 

pulse in a piece of music and tap 

along? 

• Can they listen carefully to recall 

short rhythmic patterns? 

• Can they begin to recognise 

changes in timbre, dynamics and 

pitch? 

• Are they able to recognise and 

name different instruments by 

sight? 

• Can they evaluate and improve their 

own work and give reasons? 

 

Listening 

• Listen to simple inter-related 

dimensions of music 

• Verbally recall what they have heard 

with simple vocabulary – loud, soft, 

high, low 

• Begin to say what they like and dislike 

Year 2 - Greater Depthnter 

• Can they understand the 

importance of a warm up? 

• Can they sing/play rhythmic 

patterns in contrasting dynamics; 

keeping to the 

pulse? 

• Can they use simple structures (e.g. 

repetition and order) in a piece of 

music? 

• Do they know that phrases are where 

we breathe in a song? 

• Can they tell whether a change 

(e.g. pitch, tempo, dynamic, 

texture and timbre) is gradual or 

sudden and describe its effect? 

Skills Map – Music 

Year 3 – Music 



Performing Composing Appraising 

• Do they sing songs from memory with 

increasing expression, accuracy and 

fluency? 

• Do they maintain a simple part 

within an ensemble? 

• Do they modulate and control 

their voice when singing and 

pronounce the words clearly? 

• Can they play notes on tuned and 

un-tuned instruments with increasing 

clarity and accuracy? 

• Can they improvise (including call 

and response) within a group using 

the voice? 

• Can they collaborate to create a 

piece of music? 
Listening 

• Describe music using appropriate 

vocabulary 

• Begin to compare different kinds of 

music 

• Recognise differences between 

music of different times and 

cultures 

• Can they create repeated 

patterns using a range of 

instruments? 

• Can they combine different sounds 

to create a specific mood or feeling? 

• Do they understand how the use of 

tempo can provide contrast within a 

piece of music? 

• Can they begin to read and write 

musical notation? 

• Can they effectively choose, order, 

combine and control sounds to 

create different textures? 

• Can they use silent beats for effect 

(rests)? 

• Can they combine different inter-

related dimensions of music (e.g. 

fast/slow, high/low, loud/soft) in 

their composition? 

• Can they use musical words (pitch, 

duration, dynamics, tempo) to 

describe and give their opinion on a 

piece of music? 

• Can they evaluate and improve 

their work, explaining how it has 

improved using a success criterion? 

• Do they know that music can be 

played or listened to for a variety of 

purposes (including different 

cultures and periods in history)? 

• Are they able to recognise a 

range of instruments by ear? 

• Can they internalise the pulse in a 

piece of music? 

• Can they identify the features within 

a piece of music? 

Year 3 - Greater Depth 

• Can they sing/play rhythmic patterns 

in contrasting tempo; keeping to the 

pulse? 

• Can they create 

accompaniments for melodies? 

• Can they compose a simple piece 

of music that they can recall to use 

again? 

• Do they understand metre in 4 

beats; then 3 beats? 

• Can they recognise changes in 

sounds that move incrementally 

and more dramatically? 

• Can they compare repetition, 

contrast and variation within a 

piece of music? 

Skills Map – Music 

Year 4 – Music 



Performing Composing Appraising 

• Can they perform a simple part of 

an ensemble rhythmically? 

• Can they sing songs from memory 

with increasing expression, 

accuracy and fluency? 

• Can they improvise using 

repeated patterns with increasing 

accuracy and fluency? 

 

Listening 

• Describe what they hear using a 

wider range of musical vocabulary 

• Recognise how the inter-related 

dimensions of music are used by 

composers to create different moods 

and effects 

• Understand the cultural and 

social meaning of lyrics 

• Appreciate harmonies, drone 

and ostinato 

• Explore ways the way in which 

sounds are combined towards 

certain effects 

• Understand the relationship 

between lyrics and melody 

• Can they use notations to record 

and interpret sequences of 

pitches? 

• Can they use notations to record 

compositions in a small group or on 

their own? 

• Can they use notation in a 

performance? 

• Can they explain why silence is used 

in a piece of music and say what 

effect it has? 

• Can they start to identify the 

character of a piece of music? 

• Can they describe and identify 

the different purposes of 

music? 

• Can they use musical words (pitch, 

duration, timbre, dynamics, tempo) 

to describe a piece of music and 

composition? 

Year 4 - Greater Depth 

• Can they use selected pitches 

simultaneously to produce 

simple harmony? 

• Can they explore and use sets of 

pitches, 

e.g. 4 or 5 note scales? 

• Can they show how they can 

use dynamics to provide 

contrast? 

• Can they identify how a change in 

timbre can change the effect of a 

piece of music? 



•  •  •  

Skills Map – Music 

Year 5 – Music 

Performing Composing Appraising 

• Can they sing and use their 

understanding of meaning to 

add expression? 

• Can they perform ‘by ear’ and from 

simple notations? 

• Can they improvise within a group 

using melodic and rhythmic 

phrases? 

• Can they recognise and use basic 

structural forms e.g. rounds, 

variations, rondo form? 

• Can they maintain their part 

whilst others are performing 

their part? 

 

Listening 

• Describe, compare and evaluate 

different kinds of music using an 

appropriate and broad musical 

vocabulary 

• Analyse and compare features 

from a wide range of music 

• Discern and distinguish layers of 

sound and understand their 

combined effect 

• Can they begin to use standard 

notation? 

• Can they use their notations to 

record groups of pitches (chords)? 

• Can they choose the most 

appropriate tempo for a piece of 

music? 

• Can they use technology to 

compose music which meets a 

specific criterion? 

 

 

Listening 

• Identify cyclic patterns – verse 

and chorus, coda 

• Recognise how different inter-related 

dimensions of music are combined 

and used expressively in many 

different types of music 

• Can they describe, compare and 

evaluate music using musical 

vocabulary? 

• Can they suggest improvements to 

their 

own or others’ work? 

• Can they choose the most 

appropriate tempo for a piece of 

music? 

• Can they identify and begin to 

evaluate the features within 

different pieces of music? 

• Can they contrast the work of 

established composers and 

show preferences? 

Year 5 - Greater Depth 



• Can they use pitches simultaneously 

to produce harmony by building up 

simple chords? 

• Can they devise and play a 

repeated sequence of pitches 

on a tuned instrument to 

accompany a song? 

• Can they identify (and use) how 

patterns of repetitions, contrasts and 

variations can be organised to give 

structure to a melody, rhythm, 

dynamic and timbre? 

• Can they explain how tempo 

changes the character of music? 

• Can they identify where a gradual 

change in dynamics has helped to 

shape a phrase of music? 

Skills Map – Music 

Year 6 – Music 

Performing Composing Appraising 

• Can they begin to sing a harmony 

part? 

• Can they begin to perform 

using notations? 

• Can they take the lead in a 

performance? 

• Can they take on a solo part? 

• Can they provide rhythmic support? 

• Can they perform parts from memory? 

 

Listening 

• Evaluate differences in live and 

recorded performances 

• Consider how one piece of music 

may be interpreted in different ways 

by different performers, sometimes 

according to venue and occasion 

• Do they recognise that different forms 

of notation serve different purposes? 

• Can they combine groups of beats? 

• Can they use a variety of different 

musical devices in their 

composition? (e.g. melody, 

rhythms and chords) 

• Can they refine and improve their 

work? 

• Can they evaluate how the venue, 

occasion and purpose affects the 

way a piece of music is created? 

• Can they compare and contrast 

the impact that different 

composers from different times will 

have had on the people of the 

time? 

• Can they analyse features 

within different pieces of 

music? 

Year 6 - Greater Depth 



• Can they perform a piece of music 

which contains two (or more) distinct 

melodic or rhythmic parts, knowing 

how the parts will fit together? 

• Can they show how a small change 

of tempo can make a piece of 

music more effective? 

• Do they use the full range of 

chromatic pitches to build up 

chords, melodic lines and bass lines? 

• Can they appraise the 

introductions, interludes and 

endings for songs and 

compositions they have created? 

 


